2O8          ENGLISH   VOYAGES   TO   THE   CARIBBEAN

(Enclosure No. i)1
[Pedro   Bernal   Cermefio,   deposition,   San   Lucar   de
Barrameda, September 3, 1586]
(P.I)                   ...t
In the city of San Lucar de Barrameda on the third day of the
month of September in the year one thousand five hundred and
eighty six, by order of his excellency the Duke de la Giudad de
Medina Sidonia, Pedro Bernal Cermeno, master of the ship San
Franciscoy San Bue?iaventura, which has just come in from the ports of
San Juan de Ulua and San Cristobal de la Havana, having gone
thither from the harbour of this city with despatches from His
Majesty for those places at the end of last year, was duly sworn and
on his oath so taken was examined as follows:
Asked when deponent left the port2 of San Juan de Ulua in New
Spain and who dispatched him, he said that he left that port for
Havana with certain infantry sent thither in the beginning of the
month of April of this year, and that he was sent to Havana by Don
Juan Velasco, captain of the fortress of San Juan de Ulua .. A .. and
... he reached Havana ... on the sixteenth day of... ApriL
Asked if he encountered any corsair ship on the way, he said no.
... deponent left Havana for Spain on (p. 2) the fourth of last July,
sent by the governor and warden and royal officials of Cuba.
The English fleet arrived six leagues east of Havana in the vicinity
of Jaruco. According to the account given by the pilot of a frigate
who saw them, they were fourteen large vessels and eleven pinnaces.
This fleet had chased the frigate and compelled her to drive ashore
eight leagues from Havana. The crew escaped by land and as soon
as they came into Havana the governor and warden sent Captain
Vicente Gonzalez and another man on horseback down the coast as
far as Matanzas to learn where the English fleet was and what it was
doing. These men went and returned within four days with the
report that they had ridden along the whole coast as far as Matanzas
and seen no sail.
Then the governor and warden sent out two frigates with soldiers
from the garrison, deponent in command of one of these vessels and
1 2 pliegos, legalized copy.
* As he set out came news that Drake was lying across his course with 30 sails.
See numerous documents in A. de I., 42-1-7/12, Contratac6n 5107.
8 To shorten, questions, etc., have been omitted as far as possible.